EGYPT'S WONDERS OF THE PAST

year. Cuneiform tablets
of this period show that
he carried on quite a cor-
respondence with the
king of Babylon and
other monarchs in far-
away lands.

His son, Amenhotep
IV, stands out because
he was a religious fa-
natic. Casting aside all
deities, including Ammon
and many others whom
they worshiped and in
whose honor they had
built and decorated these
vast temples, he forced
the people to worship a
universal god "Aten"
who represented the sun-
disk. He even changed
his name to Akhenaten
which means "pious to
Aten." While he was so
busy with religious re-
forms, however, his
country was having polit-
ical troubles and he lost
Syria and other territory
in outlying districts. Al-
though his son-in-law,
Tutankhamen, restored

STONE   FIGURES   IN  THE   TEMPLE   OF

McLeish
AMMON

Among the finest of the remains in this, the greatest temple in
ancient Egypt, are these two statues.    That on the left repre-
sents the god Osiris, and the other is Thothmes III, whose con-
quests are recorded on the walls of the temple.

Ammon and the former deities to their
places as the objects of worship, he did
nothing to get back the lost territory, and it
was not until the next dynasty, about 1240
B.C., that Seti I and his son, Rameses II,
regained it. Rameses II is supposed to
have been the oppressor of the children
of Israel who, we remember from the
Bible, came to Egypt because of a famine
in the land of Canaan. So prosperous
did they become that the Pharaoh made
it very hard for them and they finally
went back to their own land. Rameses II
may not have treated the Jewish tribes
justly but he did a great deal for Egypt.
Following his reign, however, there was
a long period of decline and the country
finally fell to the Persians who were them-
selves driven out by the Greeks in 332
B.C. under the generalship of Alexander
the Great, famous king and conqueror.

When, after Alexander's death, his
dominions were divided up, Egypt fell to
Ptolemy, his lieutenant, who founded a
dynasty by that name which lasted about
three hundred years. The last of his line
was the famous Cleopatra, who killed her-
self by means of a poisonous snake, and
her empire fell to the Romans.

But let us pay a visit to some of the
ruins of ancient magnificence. Perhaps
the most wonderful are the Pyramids and
Sphinx, but we shall leave them for the
time being and go on, not so very far, to
the site of the ancient city of Memphis,
the royal capital of Egypt five thousand
years ago. Nothing remains to-day of
this city, formerly so great, but the ruins
of temples, palaces and dwelling-houses.
Even the gigantic statues of the Pharaoh
Rameses II, that once stood here, have
fallen to the ground.
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